
President Obama Violates Religious Freedom

As you may know, President Obama has approved a new rule from the Department of Health
and Human Services that would require faith-based employers, including religiously affiliated
hospitals and universities, to pay for procedures that go against their religious convictions.
Under the rule, employers have only one year before the federal government forces them to
provide free coverage of sterilization and contraception, including drugs that some believe may
cause abortion. The removal of conscience protections will harm some of our nation’s most vital
institutions and is an unacceptable violation of religious freedom in our country—one of the
most fundamental and cherished liberties protected by our Constitution. I opposed President
Obama’s health care overhaul because it gave the federal government an unprecedented level
of control over Americans’ personal health decisions, and this regulation is one more signal that
this law is a threat to freedom. While President Obama has made minor changes to the rule, the
policy continues to violate the freedom of religion. I recently cosponsored H.R. 1179 , the
Respect for Rights of Conscience Act, which would reverse this policy by allowing health plans
to decline covering items that are contrary to their religious beliefs. This administration’s clear
infringement of religious freedom cannot be allowed to stand.
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